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The American Interplanetary Society, later called the
American Rocket Society (ARS), was founded on

April 4, 1930. The Institute of the Aeronautical
Sciences (IAS), later called the Institute of the
Aerospace Sciences, was founded on October 1, 1932.

The Houston Section of the IAS was formed on
January 4, 1962, with Dr. Alan J. Chapman of Rice
University as Chairman.

On February 1, 1963, the ARS and IAS merged to
become the American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics, the largest and oldest American technical
society devoted to science and engineering in the fields
of astronautical and aeronautical technology and
systems. It is composed of professionals who
themselves provide the energy and ideas to make the
society work. In ATAA, the emphasis is on the
individual, whether he is preparing a Journal article,
participating in a symposium or Section activity, or
working on one of AIAA’s many committees.

All can be proud of the contributions of the more than
1000 AIAA Houston Section members to our nation’s
space program.
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