Apollo History Websites

In general, if you do a Google search on “Apollo Missions” you’re gonna’ get the phonebook with everything from products named after the Apollo Program to the moon landing hoax conspiracy.  At some point, if you’re really interested in this stuff, it’s good to do it anyway…as you probably know, this stuff changes all the time, so who knows what’s going to turn up.  In any event, if you don’t have the time to do that, listed below are a number of key websites that will help a lot in narrowing down references.

Apollo Lunar Surface Journal

This is a monumental work, and it really is the best example of why the web is an incredibly useful research tool that is different from books, CDs, videos, etc. in its ability to integrate very diverse information into a useful reference source.  Eric Jones, the retired Los Alamos engineer that compiled the site, deserves some kind of award for lifetime achievement in that he talked to each crewmember that worked on the Moon, annotated, for each mission, the entire transcript (!!!!) with crewmember observations, then hot-linked scanned still photos, Real-Media recordings of radio comms; clips from various video sources; science, operations and technical documents on hardware and mission ops practices; and other websites into a single source.  Once you get working on the ALSJ, you’ll be hooked!

The URL: http://www.hq.nasa.gov/alsj/
ALSEP Information

By far, the most inclusive information about science equipment used on the lunar surface is Tom Sullivan’s ALSEP catalog created about 10 years ago.  Tom is another guy that did a great job at integrated all the information known with crew debriefing comments on how the gear worked on the lunar surface.  There are also a number of ALSEP websites that have good visual data on experiment configurations, artist’s drawings and paintings and pictures shot on the lunar surface of various pieces of equipment, which I’ve listed.
Tom’s URL: http://ares.jsc.nasa.gov/HumanExplore/Exploration/EXLibrary/docs/ApolloCat/Part1/ALSEP.htm
Other URLs:  http://www.myspacemuseum.com/alsep01b.htm
Other Information Sources Not On The Web

Once upon a time, they had an office on site called the JSC History Office.  Well, that went by the way of the budget ax a number of years ago but, luckily for us, the material got sent over the UHCLC, where it is archived and a database was developed that allowed you to search on any number of topics.  This archive is amazing…you can often look at the original memos signed by guys like Gene Kranz, Chris Kraft, as well as very old documents that detail how we got where we got on Apollo.  Shelly Kelly is the head archivist, and is very helpful and interested in working with anyone that’s interested in space program history.  Shelly’s e-mail is: kellysh@cl.uh.edu.  If you want to go work in the archive, the best approach is to drop her an e-mail to find out when they’re open; she’ll also give you a start on your searches by giving you some hot-links to archive index databases.

Books

Again, there are lots of books, and I’ve not read nearly all of them.  Some titles that I have found useful include:

First On The Moon by (nominally) Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Mike Collins.  This was published in September of 1969, and has recently been reprinted.  It was actually compiled by Life Magazine from transcripts, pre- and post- mission interviews (with the crew, other crewmembers, and many other participants, including a lot of worker bees in the trenches that you’ve never heard of).  It’s a superb book, and I honestly think there is no better single reference on how we reached Apollo 11.
Apollo On The Moon, Moon Rocks and 13: The Flight That Failed by Henry S. F. Cooper.  Cooper was a writer with the New Yorker who wrote some of the most literate and interesting works on space flight, both manned and unmanned.  The first book is about working on the Moon on Apollo, particularly how we did EVAs.  The second is about analyzing the first bunch of rocks after Apollo 11.  The last is the best book on Apollo 13, bar none, published in 1973 and then forgotten for many years.  All of these are out of print but can probably be found on the Alibris website (www.alibris.com).

The Lunar Sourcebook by Grant Heiken, Dave Vaniman and Bevan French.  This is the best science reference on what we found on the Moon in terms of rocks, chemistry and geophysics.  This is gold mine…if you can find someone who will lend it to you, be careful…they might want your first born as collateral.  Out of print, and available only from Alibris and other used book sources.  Be prepared to pay >$150 for a used copy.  There are discussions about bringing it out as a series of CDs.
Apollo by Charles Murray and Catherine Bly Cox (originally published as Apollo: The Race To The Moon in the 90s and now in reprint).  Good overall history of Apollo and the people who put it together.

Where No Man Has Gone Before: A History of Apollo Lunar Exploration Missions by William Compton (NASA SP-4214).  A great book about science on Apollo, from the beginning right through Apollo 17.  Lots of insights about interactions between the science community, JSC, NASA Headquarters, the crew and the investigators and scientists who came up with the experiments and trained the crew.  Part of the NASA History Series.

There are lots more where these come from…just a Google search on Apollo or a search on Amazon.com will pull up others.
