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Collier’s  
1952-1954 

The 1957 Encounter: Robert A. Heinlein and 
Albert A. Jackson IV 
DOUGLAS YAZELL, EDITOR 

Robert Heinlein (July 7, 1907 - 

May 8, 1988) took a phone call 

at his home in 1957 from a 16-

year-old Albert Jackson. It is a 

privilege for Horizons to present 

advertisements in this and recent 

issues from the Heinlein estate 

regarding the Virginia Edition of 

Heinlein’s writing. One of our 

Horizons Collier’s team mem-

bers, Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV, 

has a nice Heinlein souvenir, a 

postcard from Heinlein to Al 

postmarked August 8, 1957, 

from Colorado Springs, Colora-

do.   

 

Al’s father was taking the his 

family by car from Dallas to 

Colorado for a vacation, which 

meant fly fishing for Al’s father. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackson were in 

the car with their three children, 

Al, his younger brother, and 

their sister, the youngest. After 

they crossed most of Colorado 

Springs, Colorado, they stopped 

at a service station. Al looked up 

the phone number there for the 

famous author and found 

Heinlein listed in the book. Al 

put a nickel in the slot and called 

him to ask for an autograph for a 

paperback copy of the novel for 

juvenile readers, Starman Jones.  

 

Heinlein said sure, I will tell 

your parents how to drive to my 

home. Once Al’s mother was on 

the phone to get directions, it 

became clear that a drive back 

across town was required, and 

the parade down their main 

street would block most of the 

desired routes. A man at the ser-

vice station explained how diffi-

cult the drive would be, and Al’s 

father did not want to take the 

time.  

 

Heinlein then volunteered to 

make a note of Al’s address and 

send a postcard.  

 

The parade that gave them so 

much trouble was not a July 4 

Independence Day parade, but 

it was probably July or Au-

gust of 1957.  

 

In 1979 Al was editor of the 

newsletter of the San Francis-

co Section of AIAA. Al was 

given the task of contacting 

Heinlein to ask the author to 

be a dinner speaker. 

Heinlein’s address at his 

home in California was pri-

vate, but Al found the address 

from a graduate of the Naval 

Academy. Al sent the request 

along with a copy of the post-

card. Heinlein phoned Al to 

explain that not enough time 

had passed since his brain 

surgery, so he would not be 

able to travel to the dinner 

meeting.  

 

As noted in earlier issues of 

Horizons, Al was inspired by 

the Collier’s series of articles, 

Man Will Conquer Space 

Soon! Al earned his master’s 

degree before working as a 

crew instructor for the backup 

lunar module trainer during 

the Apollo program. He then 

left NASA to pursue his Ph.D. 

in physics, taking a short 

break from AIAA, too. He 

returned to the NASA / JSC 

community as a contractor 

employee, no longer a civil 

servant.  

 

Al is now an AIAA Associate 

Fellow, a Fellow of the Brit-

ish Interplanetary Society and 

a visiting scientist at the Lu-

nar and Planetary Institute in 

Houston.  

Above: Dr. Albert A. Jackson 

IV, in a photograph from the 

web site for the Lunar and Plan-

etary Institute.  

Above: The 1957 postcard from Heinlein to Jackson. Image 

credit: Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
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Lunar Module Equipment Locations diagrams  
 

Full color, high quality print of NASA-MSC drawing dated  
January 1969 showing the Lunar Module and  

many of the important bits of equipment that went into it. 
 

Prints are about 32 inches/81 cm wide by 18 inches/46 cm tall. 
 

The original was B&W. It has been converted to a full-color 
“blueprint” using the Saturn V as a color reference. 

 
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm 

 

$25 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/
http://www.up-ship.com/drawndoc/saturnvprints.htm
http://www.spaceacad.org/
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Dreams of Space 

Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 
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http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.fantastic-plastic.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2012/09/life-on-mars-from-this-week-april-24.html
http://www.collectspace.com/
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Frederick Ira Ordway III 

Co-Author with Mitchell R. Sharpe of The Rocket Team  

 

The Chesley Bonestell  

Archives of Melvin H. Schuetz 

A former satellite controller in the U.S. Air Force and 

private industry, Melvin H. Schuetz has researched and 

collected publications from around the world containing 

Bonestell’s art for more than four decades. His book,  

A Chesley Bonestell Space Art Chronology, is a unique 

reference bibliography containing detailed listings of 

over 750 publications which have included examples of 

Bonestell’s space art. 

www.bonestell.com 

 

www.cgpublishing.com 

Dreams of Space, Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Children’s Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr 

Classics Illustrated were comic books intended to 

educate as well as entertain. They often were fictional 

“classic” books in comic book form such as Moby 

Dick. They also had a special series called “The World 

around Us.” These were non-fiction comic books about 

topics of interest. 

Classics Illustrated. Illustrated by Gerald 

McCann, Sam Glanzman and John Tartaglione. The 

Illustrated Story of Space (80 pages), 26 cm, softcover. 

Contains illustrated stories on training for space, 

the first rocket to the Moon, the history and use of the 

rocket, the launch of Vanguard 1 and the construction 

of a space station. “The World Around Us” (#5) Janu-

ary 1959. 

Award winner Ron Miller & Black Cat Studios 
 

Ron Miller, winner of the 2002 Hugo Award  

(World Science Fiction Society) for Best Related Work:  

The Art of Chesley Bonestell 
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http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Art-Chesley-Bonestell-Miller/dp/1855858843
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2tCgL8iOw&feature=relmfu
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com
http://www.wsfs.org/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/Books2.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2011/01/illustrated-story-of-space-classics.html
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http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.virginiaedition.com/
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