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The Starry Night, 1889,  
Vincent van Gogh.  

Image credits:

Weekly  Status ,  D .  Yaze l l ,  A IAA

This weekly document, my status report, is published here. The full link is:  
www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news

Views expressed in this document are opinions of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect views of AIAA.
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The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, June 2, 2020.
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“… the first in a series of posts …”
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AIAA Houston Section sister sections 

France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr  
France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier 
Houston: Douglas Yazell 

Ethiopia-USA:  
Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD 
Houston: Thomas Haregot 

Peru-USA:  
Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez 
Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez
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alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr 
francis.guimera@orange.fr 
douglas.yazell@me.com 
tulubesha@yahoo.com 
tharegot@gmail.com 
jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC) 
Chair: Douglas Yazell, douglas.yazell@me.com
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France maintains a tradition of secularism and has not officially 
collected data on religious affiliation since the 1872 national 
census, which complicates assessments of France's religious 
composition; an 1872 law prohibiting state authorities from 
collecting data on individuals' ethnicity or religious beliefs was 
reaffirmed by a 1978 law emphasizing the prohibition of the 
collection or exploitation of personal data revealing an 
individual's race, ethnicity, or political, philosophical, or 
religious opinions (2015 est.)

Ethnic groups 
Most French people are of Celtic-Gallic origin, with a significant admixture of Italic (Romans) and 
Germanic (Franks) groups reflecting centuries of respective migration and settlement. Through 
the course of the Middle Ages, France incorporated various neighbouring ethnic and 
linguistic groups, as evidenced by Breton elements in the west, Aquitanian in the southwest, 
Scandinavian in the northwest, Alemannic in the northeast, and Ligurian in the southeast.


Large-scale immigration over the last century and a half has led to a more multicultural society; 
beginning with the French Revolution, and further codified in the French Constitution of 1958, the 
government is prohibited from collecting data on ethnicity and ancestry; most demographic 
information is drawn from private sector organisations or academic institutions. In 2004, the 
Institut Montaigne estimated that within Metropolitan France, 51 million people were White 
(85% of the population), 6 million were Northwest African (10%), 2 million were Black 
(3.3%), and 1 million were Asian (1.7%). 

A 2008 poll conducted jointly by INED and the French National Institute of Statistics estimated 
that the largest ancestry groups were Italian (5 million), followed by Northwest African (3-6 
million), Sub-Saharan African (2.5 million), Armenian (500,000), and Turkish (200,000). There are 
also sizeable minorities of other European ethnic groups, namely Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, 
and Greek. France has a significant Gitan (Romani) population, numbering between 20,000 and 
400,000; many foreign Roma are expelled back to Bulgaria and Romania frequently.
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Current events: https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia 
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New Mexico

Arkansas
Oklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (Mexico and four states of the USA)

TOC  Mex ico  

AIAA Houston Section: Mexico and the Section’s territory in Texas

Region IV Sections

1. Houston (Texas, includes Mexico & Texas A&M University)

2. Southwest Texas (includes Dallas & Fort Worth)

3. North Texas (includes San Antonio)

4. Albuquerque (New Mexico)

5. White Sands (New Mexico)

6. Oklahoma (includes Arkansas) 

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 2/26/2022

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac


9

 Mex ico  TOC

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 2/26/2022
Even though Mexico is a very ethnically diverse country, research about ethnicity 
has largely been a forgotten field, in consequence of the post-revolutionary 
efforts of Mexico's government to unify all non-indigenous Mexicans under a 
single ethnic identity (that of the "Mestizo"). As a result, since 1930 the only explicit 
ethnic classification that has been included in Mexican censuses has been that of 
"Indigenous peoples". Even then, across the years the government has used different 
criteria to count Indigenous peoples, with each of them returning considerably different 
numbers ranging from 6.1% to 23% of the country's population. It is not until very 
recently that the Mexican government began conducting surveys that consider other 
ethnic groups that live in the country such as Afro-Mexicans who amount to 2% of 
Mexico's population or White Mexicans who amount to 47% of Mexico's population 
(with the criteria being based on appearance rather than on self-declared ancestry). 
Less numerous groups in Mexico such as Asians and Middle Easterners are also 
accounted for, with numbers of around 1% each.


As of 2017, it is estimated that 1.2 million foreigners have settled in the country, up 
from nearly 1 million in 2010. The vast majority of migrants come from the United 
States (900,000), making Mexico the top destination for U.S. citizens abroad. The 
second largest group comes from neighboring Guatemala (54,500), followed by Spain 
(27,600). Other major sources of migration are fellow Latin American countries, which 
include Colombia (20,600), Argentina (19,200) and Cuba (18,100). Historically, the 
Lebanese diaspora and the German-born Mennonite migration have left a notorious 
impact in the country's culture, particularly in its cuisine and traditional music. At the 
turn of the 21st century, several trends have increased the number of foreigners 
residing in the country such as the 2008–2014 Spanish financial crisis, increasing 
gang-related violence in the Northern Triangle of Central America, the ongoing political 
and economic crisis in Venezuela, and the automotive industry boom led by Japanese 
and South Korean investment. Left: Maya glyphs at the 

National Museum of 
Anthropology (Mexico).
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Yale historian David Blight: “We don’t know what is coming in the fall, in the 
summer, and next winter, but what we do know is we’ve been revealed to 
ourselves and frankly to the world.”

“Finally, the American political discourse is still significantly shaped by the 
paradigm of white innocence. … whatever animates white people’s extremism, it 
must not be racism, and they cannot be blamed for their actions.”

“Because race is a sociopolitical construct, it is ever-changing. Systems of 
power are not fixed and eternal; they are constantly being challenged and 
adapting to those challenges. Language is also sociopolitical and constantly 
evolving. The language we employ conveys ideas and images that shape 
how we see and respond to others, and as our awareness becomes sharper, 
so does our language. As marginalized groups gain visibility, they determine 
for themselves how they identify and how others should identify them. When 
I was growing up, it was acceptable in the white mainstream to use 
such terms as ‘Negro’ and ‘Oriental.’ Today these terms are understood 
by most people to be offensive. Binary categories such as male and 
female have been deconstructed, and pronouns should no longer be 
assumed. As culture shifts and orthodoxy is challenged in an ongoing 
process, we must make an effort to keep up. It should not be on those who 
are marginalized to adapt to language we find more familiar and comfortable
—it is on us to evolve.” [Robin DiAngelo, from her 2021 book, Nice Racism, 
How Progressive White People Perpetuate Racial Harm]

“Today these terms are 
understood by most 

people to be offensive.”
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