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The Starry Night, 1889, Vincent van Gogh.  
Image credits:Weekly  Status ,  D .  Yaze l l ,  A IAA

This weekly document, my status report, is published here. The full link is:  
www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news

“There has been Nobel prize winning work showing that instead of 
making decisions based on rationality, humans are most sensitive to the 
framing of issues. For example, the framing of climate change as a 
scientifically contentious issue has resulted in decades of debate with 
limited action---a clear example of the power of a compelling story to 
affect the actions of decision makers and public opinion and effectively 
alter the future of the planet. 

“… 
“The ‘why space?’ story we tell must change as we enter this new 

era. It must reflect the priorities of the new generations who are living 
under the worst ever levels of income equality, facing climate-change 
induced disasters, and battling a global pandemic. It cannot be a story 
of white men climbing into capsules and shooting into space under the 
stars and stripes. It needs to be a story that represents the new era. As 
the next space generation, we have the deep privilege of authoring the 
next chapter of space exploration. May we honor that privilege by 
writing a story grounded in intersectionality, diversity, and 
sustainability.”

Eight paragraphs on “Recruiting Empathy” 

http://www.aiaa.org
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http://www.aiaa.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/04/beavers-arctic-north-climate-crisis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaver
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The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, June 2, 2020.
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“We need to make the ultimate pivot…”

“In which case, the price of equality, or at least the promise of an 
equal society, is vigilance against those who would make 
government the tool of hierarchy. And, in turn, we must recognize 
that this struggle—to secure democracy against privilege on the 
one hand, and to secure privilege against democracy on the other—
is the unresolvable conflict of American life. It is the push and pull 
that will last for as long at the republic stands.” [The 1619 Project, 
the last paragraph of Chapter 7, Politics by Jamelle Bouie]

“Darity has been studying and advocating for 
reparations for thirty years, and in 2020 he and 
his partner, A. Kirsten Mullen, published From Here 
to Equality: Reparations for Black Americans in the 
Twenty-first Century. Both history and road map, 
the book answers many questions about who 
should receive reparations and how a program 
would work. …” [Page 1047 (ebook), The 1619 
Project, Chapter 18, the last chapter, Justice by 
Nikole Hannah-Jones]
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Bristol
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https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/11/15/executive-order-on-improving-public-safety-and-criminal-justice-for-native-americans-and-addressing-the-crisis-of-missing-or-murdered-indigenous-people/
http://www.aiaa.org
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bristol
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ABC 13 changed this headline! 

http://climate.nasa.gov
http://climate.nasa.gov
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://web.archive.org/web/20211231120652/https://abc13.com/houston-weather-forecast-today-texas-rain-storm-predictions-temperatures/39346/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/dec/26/spanish-should-eat-less-meat-to-limit-climate-crisis-says-minister
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/jan/05/fossil-fuel-firms-among-biggest-spenders-on-google-ads-that-look-like-search-results
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/04/beavers-arctic-north-climate-crisis


AIAA Houston Section sister sections 

France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr  
France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier 
Houston: Douglas Yazell 

Ethiopia-USA:  
Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD 
Houston: Thomas Haregot 

Peru-USA:  
Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez 
Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez
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alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr 
francis.guimera@orange.fr 
douglas.yazell@me.com 
tulubesha@yahoo.com 
tharegot@gmail.com 
jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC) 
Chair: Douglas Yazell, douglas.yazell@me.com
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http://www.3af-mp.fr
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
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Above: The Flag of Europe is the flag and emblem of the European 
Union (EU) and Council of Europe (CoE). It consists of a circle of 
12 golden (yellow) stars on a blue background. It was created in 
1955 by the CoE and adopted by the EU, then the European 
Communities, in the 1980s. The CoE and EU are distinct in 
membership and nature. The CoE is a 47-member international 
organisation dealing with human rights and rule of law, while the 
EU is a quasi-federal union of 27 states focused on economic 
integration and political cooperation. Today, the flag is mostly 
associated with the latter. It was the intention of the CoE that the 
flag should come to represent Europe as a whole, and since its 
adoption the membership of the CoE covers nearly the entire 
continent. This is why the EU adopted the same flag. The flag has 
been used to represent Europe in sporting events and as a pro-
democracy banner outside the Union.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/04/macron-declares-his-covid-strategy-is-to-piss-off-the-unvaccinated
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2022/jan/03/europes-muslims-braced-frances-eu-presidency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
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Above: Ethiopian Airlines. Source, Flickr, Charlotte Nordahl. 

Below: Addis Abeba. (I write Addis Ababa.) Source: Flickr, Marc Veraart. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://flic.kr/p/4ApWFx
https://flic.kr/p/5T1xZS
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Below: Source: Flickr, Lara Danielle, Perú.

Above: Peruvian eagle, Flickr, Shawn Harquail.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://flic.kr/p/2bJZcXD
https://flic.kr/p/qYVjZ3


8

New Mexico
ArkansasOklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (four states + Mexico)
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http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
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Images: JFK Library (public domain), President and Mrs. Kennedy visiting Mexico in 1962. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/media-galleries/the-president-and-first-ladys-visit-to-mexico-july-1962
https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/media-galleries/the-president-and-first-ladys-visit-to-mexico-july-1962
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Right (Wikipedia): 
Wilbur Wright pilots 
the 1902 glider over 
the Kill Devil Hills, 
October 10, 1902. 
The single rear rudder 
is steerable; it 
replaced the original 
fixed double rudder.

http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/16/a-proclamation-on-wright-brothers-day-2021/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_brothers
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/16/a-proclamation-on-wright-brothers-day-2021/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/12/14/a-proclamation-on-bill-of-rights-day-2021/
https://users.csc.calpoly.edu/~jdalbey/Public/Bill_of_Rights.html

