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The Starry Night.  
Image credits:

The Starry Night, 1889, Vincent van Gogh

An map re: 1819. Image credit: Library of Congress/Radical Cartography.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.cnet.com/news/astronomers-spot-supermassive-black-hole-duo-thats-the-closest-to-earth-yet/
https://blogs.loc.gov/maps/2015/12/the-changing-mexico-u-s-border/
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The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

A paragraph from this artlcle: 
Racial identity was a fundamental issue for conservatives emerging from the civil rights era, 
as Connie Marshner makes clear in her explanation of why to care about school curricula in 
the first place. “Ours is an age of neo-ethnicity,” she wrote. “Blacks are proud to be blacks, 
and want their public education system to foster that pride in their offspring; Chicanos want 
Chicano language, customs and attitudes taught to their children. Middle-class whites do not 
agitate for ‘white studies’ courses; the equivalent demand is for traditional American and 
Christian values,” she wrote. For Marshner and the new right, traditional American and 
Christian values equaled the “neo-ethnicity” of whiteness without calling it white. This, then, is 
one of the West Virginia textbook conflict’s legacies [ …]. It taught them how to fight against 
inclusive, culturally diverse and multi-ethnic education without saying you are fighting for a 
white-oriented, white-dominated and white-privileging curriculum. AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from 


AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.

TOC

https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/25/west-virginia-textbook-battle-gop-blue-collar
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2021/nov/25/lara-trump-turkeys-liberal-plot-thanksgiving
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/nov/25/us-libraries-report-spike-in-organised-attempts-to-ban-books-in-schools
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AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.

Zendaya on her YouTube channel, “Zendaya at the Women’s March on Washington,” 4 
years ago, which includes part of a recording showing her much younger self reciting a poem, 
‘Black Statue of Liberty.’ This YouTube video duration is 4m 22s. Near the end she says, 
“We’re sittin’ here now, and I feel like so many people are so afraid to go outside of the box, 
peopled like, “Oh, that’s bad! Oh, like if I protest, what are people gonna think of me,” and 
this, this and this, and I’m like, Yo! People just assume that that like, just was OK, like it was 
just normal, you know what I’m sayin’? It’s not normal, you have to go against the grain and 
make people angry and make people mad, and you’re gonna make enemies, like you’re gonna 
make people made at you and people are gonna be angry with you because they don’t agree 
with you yet, but that’s all part of the process. … That’s how change happens.” [Douglas 
Yazell, November 28, 2021]
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https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/nov/25/thanksgiving-myth-wampanoag-native-american-tribe
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/nov/25/squaw-valley-california-indigenous-racist-misogynistic
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/nov/23/thomas-jefferson-statuue-new-york-city-hall
https://youtu.be/_Ta7m4SHQmY
https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
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AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.
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https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://eos.org/articles/racist-slurs-in-place-names-have-to-go-say-geoscientists
https://livingcities.org/blog/operationalize-racial-equity/just-say-black/
https://abc7.com/racism-black-lives-matter-racist-words/6302853/
https://www.today.com/tmrw/everyday-words-phrases-racist-offensive-backgrounds-t187422
https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
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AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.

“… in the weeks ahead, I’ll be 
reaffirming the federal 
government’s commitment to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
and accessibility, building on 
the work we started in the 
Obama-Biden administration.”

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 12/04/2021
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“I hope it is clear that opposing whiteness is not the same as opposing white people. White 
supremacy is an equal opportunity employer; nonwhite people can become active agents of 
white supremacy as well as passive participants in its hierarchies and rewards. One way of 
becoming an insider is by participating in the exclusion of other outsiders.” [George Lipsitz, in 
his 1998 book, The Possesive Investment in Whiteness, How White People Profit from 
Identity Politics.]

https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/01/26/remarks-by-president-biden-at-signing-of-an-executive-order-on-racial-equity/
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/structural-racism-definition/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/30/tennessee-education-department-declines-to-act-critical-race-theory-complaint
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
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“Coral reefs face a dire future. Even if drastic emission reductions 
ensured global heating was limited to 1 .5C above pre-industrial levels 
– which would require almost halving global CO2 emissions by 2030 
from 2010 levels – 70% to 90% of today’s corals would vanish."

TOC

“The Bottom Line 

“The combination of models and observations, informed by 
the unique view that space provides, imply that almost all 
the current multi-decadal trends we’re seeing in climate are 
the result of human activities. In addition, there’s increasing 
confidence that human-induced climate change is making 
extreme events statistically much more likely. 

“This doesn’t mean every extreme event has a substantial 
human contribution. But with extreme events such as heat 
waves, wildfires and intense precipitation, we’re seeing, in 
event after event, a very clear human fingerprint.”

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/21/climate-denial-far-right-immigration
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/page/29/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/28/stock-markets-modern-portfolio-theory-mpt-used-to-pick-coral-reefs-arks-conservation-survive-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/sep/16/about-seascape-the-state-of-our-oceans-a-guardian-series
https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
https://climate.nasa.gov/ask-nasa-climate/3125/extreme-makeover-human-activities-are-making-some-extreme-events-more-frequent-or-intense/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=monthly+newsletter
http://climate.nasa.gov
http://climate.nasa.gov


AIAA Houston Section sister sections 

France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr  
France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier 
Houston: Douglas Yazell 

Ethiopia-USA:  
Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD 
Houston: Thomas Haregot 

Peru-USA:  
Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez 
Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez
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alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr 
francis.guimera@orange.fr 
douglas.yazell@me.com 
tulubesha@yahoo.com 
tharegot@gmail.com 
jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC) 
Chair: Douglas Yazell

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 12/04/2021
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http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.3af-mp.fr
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
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“Indeed, he has said that parents should only be allowed to give their children “traditional” French names, …”

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/dec/01/eric-zemmour-france-right-presidential-candidate
https://www.reuters.com/article/emirates-france/update-1-cementing-ties-uae-buys-80-french-made-rafale-warplanes-idUSL1N2SO0D0
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Emperor Haile Selassie I visit to USA, October 1, 1963, Noon. Image credits: JFK Library. One link I use for current events: https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.jfklibrary.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia
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Emperor Haile Selassie I visit to USA, October 1, 1963, Noon. Image credits: JFK Library. One link I use for current events: https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.jfklibrary.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia
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Emperor Haile Selassie I visit to USA,  
October 1, 1963, 4:33 PM.  
Image credits: JFK Library.

Here is a link to the 22-page newsletter 
article about the AIAA Houston Section 
Ethiopia-themed dinner meeting, including  
four guests of honor; Dr. Tulu Besha Bedada 
and Dr. Berhan Gessesse of the Ethiopian 
Space Science Society and Their Imperial 
Highnesses Prince Ermias Sahle-Selassie, 
grandson of Emperor Haile Selassie, and 
Princess Saba of Ethiopia.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.jfklibrary.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/Horizons/NewsletterArticleDraft_AIAA_HS_Dinner_2015_12_03.pdf
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Emperor Haile Selassie I visit to USA, October 1, 1963, 4:33 PM. Image credits: JFK Library. One link I use for current events: https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.jfklibrary.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia
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Emperor Haile Selassie I visit to USA, October 1, 1963, 4:33 PM. Image credits: JFK Library. One link I use for current events: https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.jfklibrary.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia


14

Peru 

AIAA Houston Section ATS was postponed from Saturday, 
November 13, 2021, to a Saturday in March 2022.

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 12/04/2021

TOCOn 28 July 2021, Pedro Castillo was sworn in as the new President of 
Peru after a narrow win in a tightly contested run-off election. The new 
Peruvian president Castillo appointed Guido Bellido, a member of Marxist–
Leninist Free Peru Party, as prime minister.

http://www.aiaahouston.org/2021-annual-technical-symposium/
http://www.aiaahouston.org/2021-annual-technical-symposium/
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru#21st_century,_and_political_turmoil
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New Mexico
ArkansasOklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (four states + Mexico)

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 12/04/2021
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http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
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The territorial evolution of Mexico after independence, noting the secession of Central 
America (purple), Chiapas annexed from Guatemala (blue), losses to the U.S. (red, white 
and orange) and the reannexation of the Republic of Yucatán (red)

The third major piece in the true story of the formation of the United States as a nation was the takeover 
of half of Mexico by war-today’s Southwest. This enabled the U.S. to expand to the Pacific, and thus open 
up huge trade with Asia-markets for export, goods to import and sell in the U.S. It also opened to the U.S. 
vast mineral wealth in Arizona, agricultural wealth in California, and vast new sources of cheap labor to build 
railroads and develop the economy.  

The United States had already taken over the part of Mexico we call Texas in 1836, then made it a state 
in 1845. The following year, it invaded Mexico and seized its territory under the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. A few years later in 1853, the U.S. acquired a final chunk of Arizona from Mexico by threatening to 
renew the war. This completed the territorial boundaries of what is now the United States. 

Elizabeth “Betita” Martinez, 1998

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.pittsburghartscouncil.org/storage/documents/ProfDev/what-is-white-supremacy.pdf
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AIAA Houston Section History Technical Committee
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Robert Jay Lifton convinced me that nuclearism is denial of reality. He was doing a 2017 book tour for 
The Climate Swerve. [Douglas Yazell, November 27, 2021]

New for 2021 from the Hubble Space Telescope

HistoryTOC

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://apnews.com/article/technology-science-business-moon-idaho-ae35ae200a46bec0ca215bc88923181d
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/goddard/2021/hubbles-grand-tour-of-the-outer-solar-system

