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The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

The future of our planet demands that we recognize inequity and defend our 
communities against compound injustice. In this moment of grief, we are 
reminded that the system is not broken, but rather operating as designed — 
which begs the questions: Are you willing to hold accountable all of the systems 
built off white supremacy — from the fossil fuel industry to racist policing to 
the prison industrial complex — in defense of the planet? Are you willing to 
interrogate your complicity in the systems built on white supremacy and commit 
to dismantling it? 

[Tamara Toles O’Laughlin, Grist, “If you care about the planet, you must 
dismantle white supremacy. It’s time for strong commitments to racial justice 
from every corner of the climate movement.” June 15, 2020.]
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The Texas Sierra Club Anti-Racism web page (the Lone Star Chapter web page) contains this 
sentence, “The climate crisis is not just racist in its disproportionate impacts on communities of 
color-  white supremacy helped create the climate crisis.” Those last three words contain a link 
which led me to this article from Grist. [Douglas Yazell, 11/25/2021] 

https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
https://www.tolesolaughlin.com
https://grist.org/fix/opinion-if-you-care-about-the-planet-you-must-dismantle-white-supremacy/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/intersectionality-matters/id1441348908
https://www.sierraclub.org/texas/anti-racism
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The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

This excellent new documentary movie, “The Hunt for Planet 
B,” is focused on scientists and their work on the James Webb 
Space Telescope (JWST), but it briefly comments on the 
contributions of diversity to projects such as the JWST. CNN 
uses a two-hour time slot to show the movie. The movie also 
comments on the climate crisis, including video of activist Greta 
Thunberg addressing a crowd of protestors. [Douglas Yazell, 
11/25/2021] 

“But to astronomers who have criticized the naming 
decision, Webb is also known for holding a high-level 
position in the State Department during the 
‘Lavender Scare’ of the 1950s, during which 
LGBTQ federal employees were identified and fired 
or forced to resign.”

https://www.aiaa.org/get-involved/committees-groups/Diversity-and-Inclusion?SSO=Y
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/aiaadiversityinclusionplan.pdf?sfvrsn=91da2b0d_0
https://grist.org/indigenous/midwest-tribes-awarded-6-6-million-to-build-their-own-ev-charging-network/
https://cnnpressroom.blogs.cnn.com/2021/11/02/cnn-films-takes-the-hunt-for-planet-b-to-television-ahead-of-nasa-space-mission/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/11/19/us/james-webb-space-telescope-name-nasa-scn-cec/index.html
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“COP26 was a 
snapshot of a world — 
agonizingly slowly but 
with gathering speed — 
moving to address a 
crisis. There’s no reason 
for anyone to stop 
pushing, but there’s also 
nothing wrong with 
acknowledging and 
celebrating the progress 
that’s been achieved by 
all the pushing so far.” 
[David Roberts, VOLTS, 
November 15, 2021]

https://ukcop26.org
https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COP26-Explained.pdf
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
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Distorting reality in the 2020s 
and beyond 

A Shell TV ad last year featured 
birds in the sky, fields of wind and 
solar farms, the CEO of a Shell 
renewables subsidiary saying 
she’s “made the future far cleaner 
and far better for our children”, 
and not one reference to fossil 
fuels.


The truth behind the ad: Between 
2010 and 2018, 98.7% of Shell’s 
investments were in oil and gas. 
Such misrepresentations are 
industry-wide.

It’s not our fault, it’s yours 

From 2004 to 2006, a $100m-plus 
a year BP marketing campaign 
“introduced the idea of a ‘carbon 
footprint’ before it was a common 
buzzword”, according to the PR 
agent in charge of the campaign. 
The targets of this campaign were 
the “routine human activities” and 
“lifestyle choices” of “individuals” 
and the “average American 
household”. In 2019, BP ran a new 
“Know your carbon footprint” 
campaign on social media.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/18/the-forgotten-oil-ads-that-told-us-climate-change-was-nothing
https://youtu.be/uInWV7MMamk


AIAA Houston Section sister sections 

France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr  
France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier 
Houston: Douglas Yazell 

Ethiopia-USA:  
Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD 
Houston: Thomas Haregot 

Peru-USA:  
Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez 
Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez
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alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr 
francis.guimera@orange.fr 
douglas.yazell@me.com 
tulubesha@yahoo.com 
tharegot@gmail.com 
jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC) 
Chair: Douglas Yazell

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 11/27/2021

http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.3af-mp.fr
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org


6

 France 

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 11/27/2021

https://www.theguardian.com/film/2021/nov/11/becoming-jacques-cousteau-documentary-film
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/17/french-dictionary-wokeism-gender-inclusive-pronoun-iel
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/17/french-presidential-hopeful-eric-zemmour-race-hate-trial-far-right
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http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/nov/08/gardens-of-eden-the-church-forests-of-ethiopia-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/22/ethiopian-pm-vows-to-marshal-troops-in-war-against-rebels
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Peru 

AIAA Houston Section ATS was postponed from Saturday, 
November 13, 2021, to a Saturday in March 2022.

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 11/27/2021

“The subtitle of the exhibition [Peru: A 
Journey in Time] is both a prosaic 
description of a chronological examination 
of many different cultures over 3,500 
years, but also an introduction to how 
Andean time was experienced. ‘We 
generally think that we’re in the present, 
the past is behind us and the future is 
ahead of us,’ explains its co-curator Jago 
Cooper. ‘Whereas in Andean societies, the 
past, present and future are parallel lines 
happening contemporaneously. So the past 
isn’t dead, it’s happening at the same time 
as the present, which can therefore change 
it. And it is by accepting the 
interrelationship between the past and 
present that you can best plan for the 
future.’”

http://www.aiaahouston.org/2021-annual-technical-symposium/
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/2021-annual-technical-symposium/
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New Mexico
ArkansasOklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (four states + Mexico)

AIAA Houston Section Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History, and 3 Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia Peru; Saturday, 11/27/2021

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
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http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/09/mexico-arrest-businessman-nso-israeli-company-spyware
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AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.

“George Perry Floyd Jr. (October 14, 1973 – May 25, 2020) was an African-American 
man who was murdered by a police officer in Minneapolis, Minnesota, during an arrest 
after a store clerk suspected Floyd may have used a counterfeit $20 bill, on [Monday,] 
May 25, 2020.”

Sequence

1. Monday, May 25, 2020: Death of Houstonian George Floyd, whose daughter later said, “My daddy changed the world!” 

2. Monday, June 2, 2020: Public statement on diversity, equity, and inclusion by the AIAA Executive Director

3. Sunday, June 7, 2020: Protest march in the NASA/JSC community. Venue, Exploration Green, a new park. [Next slide]

4. Tuesday, June 9, 2020: Funeral in Pearland Texas, just south of Houston, in the NASA/JSC community. [Slide after next]

5. The backlash must be defeated. Part of the backlash is visible in the attack on the Capitol (January 6, 2021). Even denial 

about the attack on the Capitol has been very public since the attack. Critical race theory distortions won the office of the 
governor in Virginia in November 2021, but it was no distortion to say we are engaged in a revolution about race matters 
in the USA since May 25, 2020. [Douglas Yazell, 11/25/2021] 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Floyd#Death
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Images: NASA/JCS area protest march, Sunday, June 7, 2021, protesting the traditions that led to the death (Monday, May 25, 2020) 
of George Floyd. Venue: Exploration Green, a new park almost next door to NASA/JSC. [Images: Douglas Yazell.]

AIAA 
Statement on 
Diversity, 
Equality, and 
Inclusion 
from AIAA 
Executive 
Director Dan 
Dumbacher

Written 
Monday, 2 
June 2020.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
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Images: NASA/JCS area protest march, Sunday, June 7, 2021, protesting the traditions that led to the death (Monday, May 25, 2020) 
of George Floyd. Venue: Exploration Green, a new park almost next door to NASA/JSC. [Images: Douglas Yazell.] AIAA 

Statement on 
Diversity, 
Equality, and 
Inclusion 
from AIAA 
Executive 
Director Dan 
Dumbacher

Written 
Monday, 2 
June 2020.

Left: Image credit: Googls Maps on macOS. 

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
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Images: NASA/JCS area protest march, Sunday, June 7, 2021, protesting the traditions that led to the death (Monday, May 25, 2020) 
of George Floyd. Venue: Exploration Green, a new park almost next door to NASA/JSC. [Images: Douglas Yazell.] AIAA 

Statement on 
Diversity, 
Equality, and 
Inclusion 
from AIAA 
Executive 
Director Dan 
Dumbacher

Written 
Monday, 2 
June 2020.

Left: Image credits: 

Googls Maps on macOS. 

We marched around the detention pond 

in this nature park, Exploration Green Phase 1

NASA

JSC

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
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Image: The Last Mile Of The Way. Funeral procession with a horse-drawn carriage of George Floyd’s body down Cullen Blvd to the Houston Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery. Pearland, TX, 6-9-20. [Flickr: CC BY 2.0. 2C2K Photograhy. https://flic.kr/p/2jaKHFf, image cropped on its top to remove mostly blue sky.]

AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, 2 June 2020.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://flic.kr/p/2jaKHFf
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
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Above: The Cosmic Microwave Background as seen from the Planck satellite.  
Credit: ESA https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2013/03/Planck_CMB. 

The anisotropies of the Cosmic 
microwave background (CMB) as 
observed by Planck. The CMB is a 
snapshot of the oldest light in our 
Universe, imprinted on the sky when 
the Universe was just 380 000 
years old. It shows tiny temperature 
fluctuations that correspond to 
regions of slightly different 
densities, representing the seeds of 
all future structure: the stars and 
galaxies of today. [ESA]

Image: “Klein bottle made with gnuplot 4.0,” (GNU free documentation license), from 
the Wikipedia inflation article. The Wikipedia Klein bottle article explains, “The Klein 
bottle was first described in 1882 by the German mathematician Felix Klein.” The 
inflation article states that the universe might be flat, linking in part to this quote, “In a 
universe with zero curvature, the local geometry is flat. The most obvious global 
structure is that of Euclidean space, which is infinite in extent. Flat universes that are 
finite in extent include the torus and Klein bottle.” See the construction section of the 
Klein bottle article.

“The theory of general relativity, under which 
space itself can curve, allows for the 
universe to take one of three forms: flat like a 
sheet of paper, closed like a sphere, or open 
like a saddle. This astronomical geometry is 
no trivial matter — the fate of the cosmos 
depends on it.”

Klein bottle image: Public domain.

http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
https://www.cnet.com/features/black-holes-slamming-into-the-moon-could-end-the-dark-matter-debate/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/video/nova-universe-revealed-big-bang/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/video/nova-universe-revealed-big-bang/
https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Images/2013/03/Planck_CMB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflation_(cosmology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klein_bottle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klein_bottle#Construction
https://www.discovermagazine.com/the-sciences/what-shape-is-the-universe
https://www.cnet.com/features/black-holes-slamming-into-the-moon-could-end-the-dark-matter-debate/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klein_bottle

