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[Douglas Yazell, 4/25/2023]

My last day volunteering with the AIAA 

Diversity Working Group (DWG) will be 
4/30/2023. They invited me to continue for 
one more year, until 4/30/2024. They will 
honor me as a charter member since 
2015. 


A letter to the editor in the new issue of 
Aerospace America discusses diversity. I 
will probably write more about that letter 
here next month.


Below: My snapshot of the Super 
Guppy airplane, 4/20/2023.

[Douglas Yazell, 4/25/2023]

Below: Snapshots of my friend’s new 

car in my driveway, a Tesla Model Y, a 
compact crossover utility vehicle (CCUV), 
a battery electric car, an important part of 
our response to the human-induced 
climate emergency, 4/17/2023.
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AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, June 2, 2020.
“We need to make the ultimate pivot…”2

Diversity
The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

I am enjoying the book “Birth of a White Nation” by 
Jacqueline Battalora. I bought the paperback version 
of the 2nd edition (2021). She mentions a book called 
“The Invention of the White Race, The Origins of 
Racial Repression,” by Theodore W. Allen. I borrowed 
both volumes in a single 2021 eBook from the Harris 
County Public Library. Volume I was published in 
1994 and its 2nd edition was published in 2012. 
Volume II was published in 1997. 


Both authors explain that after Bacon’s Rebellion, 
the richest of the elite created whiteness in law, 
starting in 1681 in Maryland. Richard Bell explains in 
episode 5 (A Free Black Family in Colonial Virginia) of 
his series of lectures (America’s Long Struggle 
Against Slavery) for Great Courses, that in 1662 and 
1667, two important anti-Black codes were passed in 
our colonies, but whiteness was created in law as a 
response to Bacon’s Rebellion. 


George Lipsitz wrote in his 1998 book on page viii 
that opposition to whiteness is not the same as 
opposition to white people. Also, one need not be 
white to participate in whiteness, he explained on 
that same page. 

In YouTube videos, Battalora defines whiteness 
using descriptions such as divide and dominate and 
a pyramid scheme. Battalora, White, Bell, and Allen 
explain that after Bacon’s Rebellion, whiteness was 
created to ensure that typical white and Black people 
never unite again. We continue our long struggle 
against whiteness today, though as Tim Wise said on 
YouTube or on his podcast, most people are good 
people. 


Robert E. Lee High School still uses that name in 
our Houston area (Baytown). B. F. Terry High School 
(mascot: Rangers) in Rosenberg is even worse in 
some ways, as shown on their website.


Jeffrey Robinson explained in his Netflix special 
(“Who We Are”) that while we remove Confederate 
monuments from public places, we rarely remove 
statues of Thomas Jefferson or George Washington 
because they were never honored for their 
relationships with slavery, unlike the people honored 
by every Confederate monument. 

[Douglas Yazell, 3/9/2023, douglas.yazell@me.com]

Views expressed in this document are opinions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect views of AIAA.
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Climate

3

“…the ultimate sense of urgency…”

California and elsewhere in the western continental 
USA are suffering from unusually damaging winter 
storms. Bell curves with decades of data show that 
our planet is warming more and more at the surface, 
but the tail risk on the cold side starts in the same 
place. That part of the diagram is flatter and covers 
less area. We will always have extreme cold weather 
events, but they will occur far less often than before 
the creation of our human-induced global warming. 
Meanwhile, here in Houston, we are experiencing an 
early spring. 

[Douglas Yazell, 3/10/2023, douglas.yazell@me.com]

Source: NASA/GISS; Hansen, et al., “Perceptions of Climate Change,” 
Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 10.1073, August 2012 - Updated 2016

Downloaded 3/10/2023
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AIAA Houston Section sister sections


France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr 

France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier

Houston: Douglas Yazell


Ethiopia-USA: 

Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD

Houston: Thomas Haregot


Peru-USA: 

Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez

Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez

alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr

francis.guimera@orange.fr

douglas.yazell@me.com

tulubesha@yahoo.com

tharegot@gmail.com

jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC)

Chair: Douglas Yazell, douglas.yazell@me.com

Ethiopia PeruFrance

Globe images: Wikipedia.
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France
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Current events: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia 

https://www.ethiosss.org

Ethiopia
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Current events: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/peru. 

Peru

7

Globe image: Wikipedia.

AIAA Houston Section Monthly Status from Douglas Yazell: Diversity, Climate, History and Three Sister Sections: France, Ethiopia and Peru, Tuesday, 4/25/2023 

https://www.embassypages.com/peru-consulategeneral-houston-unitedstates
https://www.embassypages.com/peru-consulategeneral-houston-unitedstates
https://pe.usembassy.gov
https://pe.usembassy.gov
https://pe.usembassy.gov
https://flic.kr/p/2nP2JjC
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
http://www.3af-mp.fr


New Mexico

Arkansas
Oklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (Mexico and four states of the USA)
AIAA Houston Section: Mexico and the Section’s territory in Texas

Region IV Sections

1. Houston (Texas, includes Mexico & Texas A&M University)

2. Southwest Texas (includes Dallas & Fort Worth)

3. North Texas (includes San Antonio)

4. Albuquerque (New Mexico)

5. White Sands (New Mexico)

6. Oklahoma (includes Arkansas) 

Mexico
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Paywall after a few free articles
https://mexiconewsdaily.com 

Mexico

Globe image: Wikipedia.
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HistoryAIAA Houston Section History Technical Committee Chair-Douglas Yazell 
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[Douglas Yazell, 4/25/2023]

A few library books avaialble from the 

Freeman branch of the Harris County 
Public Library near NASA/JSC. 
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