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[Douglas Yazell, 4/25/2023]

A letter to the editor in the new issue of 

Aerospace America discusses diversity. I will 
probably write more about that letter here next 
month.

[Douglas Yazell, 5/18/2023]

That letter writer complains about diversity, which 

he opposes, and he claims he is unwanted and 
unwelcome due to being a straight white male with 
about fifteen years of experience working as an 
aerospace engineer. 


Opposing whiteness is not the same as opposing 
white people, since we sometimes define whiteness 
starting with its first appearance in law in 1681 in 
Maryland as a response to Bacon’s Rebellion, 
starting to formalize a divide-and-dominate public 
policy, a pyramid scheme, and a racial bribe which is 
almost impossible to refuse. 


Most people are good people, but today we focus 
active anti-racism on systemic racism, not individual 
racism. Government in Mexico and France is not 
allowed to collect data on race matters, but race 
dominates life in the U.S.A. Our anti-racism experts 
are not preaching to the choir. There is no choir. 


The 1978 Bakke SCOTUS decision allows public 
school admissions policy to consider race among 
other demographic categories, as it replaced 
affirmative action with diversity, but not for course 
corrections to our anti-Black public policies. 


We are in a marathon, not a sprint, but I am 
pleased to note that AIAA is making the ultimate 
pivot with respect to diversity since June 2, 2020. 

Above: My photos from September 4, 2021, in Bay 
Area Park near NASA/JSC. We see anti-Black 
sentiment in the Blue Lives Matter flag, to 
paraphrase a sentence from Robin DiAngelo in her 
2018 book, from a Chapter titled, “Anti-Black.” 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
http://www.3af-mp.fr
https://www.ethiosss.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Starry_Night
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.apple.com
http://www.aiaa.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/history_technical_committee/#news
http://www.aiaahouston.org/iac
http://www.3af-mp.fr
https://aerospaceamerica.aiaa.org/departments/reacting-to-dei/
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher
https://www.aiaa.org/news/news/2020/06/02/aiaa-statement-on-diversity-equality-and-inclusion-from-aiaa-executive-director-dan-dumbacher


AIAA Statement on Diversity, Equality, and Inclusion from AIAA Executive Director Dan Dumbacher, Written Monday, June 2, 2020.
“We need to make the ultimate pivot…”2

Diversity
The 2021-2023 AIAA Diversity Plan

Views expressed in this document are opinions of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect views of AIAA.
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Two paragraphs in the 2022 book by Victor discuss diversity and the 1978 Bakke decision of the Supreme Court of the U. S. (SCOTUS). The book is On 
Critical Race Theory. He hurried to publish this short book because it is the first book on this subject targeted at a lay audience instead of academia. 


The first sentence implies that diversity programs subvert policies aimed at intervening in racial inequality. The second sentence states, “Diversity 
replaced affirmative action as a rationale for promoting integrated orgranizations following [the Bakke decision].” This first paragraph later continues, 
“Powell’s opinion also established that the state had a compelling interest in promoting a diverse student body. This compelling interest meant schools 
could therefore continue to consider race as one factor in a holistic admissions process. Importantly, Powell’s opinion in Bakke rejected the traditional 
rationales of slavery, Jim Corw, or ongoing racial discrimination as reasons to diversify. In line with [Derrick] Bell’s interest convergence thesis […], Powell 
focused on the shared educational benefits of diversity for both whites and people of color. Diversity is a nebulous concept that equates highly politicized 
identities (race) with relatively benign ones (region of origin). Powell’s opinin domesticated diversity, helping to make it palatable by detaching the concept 
from a commitment to righting historical injustice.”


The second paragraphs ends with, “Organizations have even reshaped legal responses to civil rights law, capturing and subverting the very laws 
designed to stop discimination. For some organizations, having a diversity program is the whole program, as courts havve blunted the impact of 
antidiscrimination law by ruling that the presence of antidiscrimination prgramming—regardless of that prgramming’s effecitveness at stopping 
discrimination—is a good-faith effort and can protect companies from legal liability.” 
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AIAA Houston Section sister sections


France-USA: www.3af-mp.fr 

France: Francis Guimera, preceded by Alain Chevalier

Houston: Douglas Yazell


Ethiopia-USA: 

Ethiopia: Tulu Besha Bedada, PhD and Berhan Gessesse, PhD

Houston: Thomas Haregot


Peru-USA: 

Houston: Jackelynne Silva-Martinez

Peru: Julio Valdivia, Saul Perez

alain.chevalier31@yahoo.fr

francis.guimera@orange.fr

douglas.yazell@me.com

tulubesha@yahoo.com

tharegot@gmail.com

jackysumac@yahoo.com

AIAA Houston Section International Activities Committee (IAC)

Chair: Douglas Yazell, douglas.yazell@me.com

Ethiopia PeruFrance

Globe images: Wikipedia.
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Current events: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/ethiopia 

https://www.ethiosss.org

Ethiopia
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Current events: 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/peru. 

Peru
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New Mexico

Arkansas
Oklahoma

Mexico

Texas

AIAA Region VII (International) and Region IV (Mexico and four states of the USA)
AIAA Houston Section: Mexico and the Section’s territory in Texas

Region IV Sections

1. Houston (Texas, includes Mexico & Texas A&M University)

2. Southwest Texas (includes Dallas & Fort Worth)

3. North Texas (includes San Antonio)

4. Albuquerque (New Mexico)

5. White Sands (New Mexico)

6. Oklahoma (includes Arkansas) 

Mexico
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Paywall after a few free articles
https://mexiconewsdaily.com 
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HistoryAIAA Houston Section History Technical Committee Chair-Douglas Yazell 
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www.1940airterminal.org 
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