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Frederick Ira Ordway III 

Co-Author with Mitchell R. Sharpe of The Rocket Team  

 

The Chesley Bonestell  

Archives of Melvin H. Schuetz 

A former satellite controller in the U.S. Air Force and 

private industry, Melvin H. Schuetz has researched and 

collected publications from around the world containing 

Bonestellôs art for more than four decades. His book,  

A Chesley Bonestell Space Art Chronology, is a unique 

reference bibliography containing detailed listings of 

over 750 publications which have included examples of 

Bonestellôs space art. 

www.bonestell.com 

 

www.cgpublishing.com 

Dreams of Space, Books & Ephemera 
 

Non-Fiction Childrenôs Books   

about Space Flight from 1945 to 1975  

http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/ 

Classics Illustrated were comic books intended to 

educate as well as entertain. They often were fictional 

ñclassicò books in comic book form such as Moby 

Dick. They also had a special series called ñThe World 

around Us.ò These were non-fiction comic books about 

topics of interest. 

Classics Illustrated. Illustrated by Gerald 

McCann, Sam Glanzman and John Tartaglione. The 

Illustrated Story of Space (80 pages), 26 cm, softcover. 

Contains illustrated stories on training for space, 

the first rocket to the Moon, the history and use of the 

rocket, the launch of Vanguard 1 and the construction 

of a space station. ñThe World Around Usò (#5) Janu-

ary 1959. 

Award winner Ron Miller & Black Cat Studios 
 

Ron Miller, winner of the 2002 Hugo Award  

(World Science Fiction Society) for Best Related Work:  

The Art of Chesley Bonestell 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.amazon.com/The-Art-Chesley-Bonestell-Miller/dp/1855858843
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/1581128290/002-6093815-9312869
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.bonestell.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz2tCgL8iOw&feature=relmfu
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://www.cgpublishing.com/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com
http://www.wsfs.org/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/Books2.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/2011/01/illustrated-story-of-space-classics.html


AIAA Houston Section Horizons September / October 2013 Page 36 

Afterword about the Collierôs Spaceflight Series 

By Dr. A. A. Jackson, October 30, 2013 

Before the 1952-1954 Collierôs series was finished, there ap-

peared the book, Across the Space Frontier, Ryan, Cornelius, 

(Ed.); Kaplan, Joseph; von Braun, Wernher; Ley, Willy; Whipple, 

Fred L.; Haber, Heinz; Schacter, Oscar, illustrated by Chesley 

Bonestell, Fred Freeman, Rolf Klep, published by The Viking 

Press, 1952. And the book, Conquest of the Moon, Wernher von 

Braun, Willey Ley, Fred Whipple, illustrated by Chesley 

Bonestell, Fred Freeman, Rolf Klep, publisher: Viking Press, 

1953.  

These books were dynamite to my 13-year-old mind. I still 

have my copies of the first printings. 

Only many years later (like 50 years later) did it occur to me 

that the Viking Press series was quite subpar. The books are of fair 

to middling manufacture. Especially in that the paintings and illus-

trations are all on plain paper. Bonestell art demands enameled 

paper. The books are interesting because they contain some expan-

sion and elaboration of the prose material in the Collierôs series.  

Then came, The Exploration of Mars, Ley, Willy; Wernher 

Von Braun, published by Viking, 1956 (a much better-

manufactured book). 

But! I wondered what became of Can We Get to Mars? / Is 

There Life on Mars? Collierôs (1954). The Mars Project by von 

Braun was written in 1948. A shortened version was published in 

German in 1952 and in English in 1953 and was the motivation for 

Cornelius Ryanôs Collierôs series. The 1954 Collierôs issue, which 

was first popular realization of the 1948 manuscript, never ap-

peared as a book. In 2005 The Mars Project version that contained 

von Braunôs novel did appear, alas without von Braunôs excellent 

popularization in the 1954 issue of Collierôs. With the Walt Disney 

television series in 1955, von Braun had changed his mind about 

the Mars Expedition and scaled it back. 

With my complete collection (eight issues of the magazine 

from that two-year period) of the Collierôs spaceflight series, I 

thought, for about 20 years, why?! Why didnôt anyone ever pub-

lish the whole Collierôs series? So much is missing is missing from 

the Viking Press booksé some of Bonestellôs paintings, a bunch 

of Fred Freemanôs illustrations and paintings. Also never reprinted 

in book form: most of the exposition in the issues about spacesuits, 

simulation instruction and emergency training using the escape 

capsules and space medicine.  

Books covering the rest of the material were never produced. 

Here we have, thanks to Douglas Yazell and his efforts, we have 

the complete series, reprinted page by page using high resolution. 

[Thanks also go to our volunteers in Houston, around the USA, 

and around the world.] Special thanks go to Scott Lowther for his 

work, including supplying most the original magazine issues, and 

Art Dula for work relating to the copyright status of the Collierôs 

series. 

The Collierôs spaceflight series was unique and influential, and 

now, finally, accessible on the Web. 

Dr. A. A. Jackson, Visiting Scien-

tist at the Lunar and Planetary 

Institute (LPI). Image credit: LPI.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/lpi/jackson/
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