
AIAA Houston Section Horizons May / June 2013 Page 1 

Hubble Revisited on NASA’s 50th Anniversary 

 

 May / June 2013 

www.aiaahouston.org 

 

Also, Continuing in this Issue! Part 6 of 8: 

Man Will Conquer Space Soon!  

(Collier’s 1952-54) 

The Newsletter of AIAA Houston Section 

The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 

Volume 38 

Issue 6 

The Biggest Myth  
about the First Moon Landing 

Paul Fjeld, Space Artist 

 

 

 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/


AIAA Houston Section Horizons May / June 2013 Page 2 

Cover: Original acrylic painting by Paul Fjeld.  

 

This page: part of Vincent van Gogh’s 1889 painting The Starry Night. 

From the Chair, by Daniel Nobles  3 

From the Editor, by Douglas Yazell 4 

Cover Story: The Biggest Myth about the First Moon Landing, by Paul Fjeld 5 

TARC 2013 (Team America Rocketry Challenge), by Harold Larson 11 

Our Section’s Annual Technical Symposium, by Dr. Steven E. Everett 12 

Highway in the Sky (Speed Limit 7.7 km/s), by Daniel R. Adamo 18 

Rendezvous Endgame, by Daniel R. Adamo, Astrodynamics Consultant 19 

The 1940 Air Terminal Museum at Hobby Airport 20 

The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) Chapter 12 (Houston) 21 

Climate Change and Local Responses 22 

The JSC Astronomical Society, Building an Astronomer’s Chair, Part 1 of 7 23 

The JSC Astronomical Society Calendar & LPI Cosmic Explorations Series 26 

Are You Smarter than an Eighth Grader? by Tony Brooks 27 

Calendar and Cranium Cruncher 28 

Our Section’s Annual Awards Dinner Meeting, by Frostad and Gillespie 29 

Section News 32 

Student Section News 34 

The Collier’s 1952-54 Space Series, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!  36 

Emergency! Collier’s of March 14, 1953, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!  42 

The Back Cover, James C. McLane, Jr., Space Simulation Working Group 56 

  

  

  

  

  

  

This newsletter is created by members of AIAA Houston Section. Opinions expressed herein other 

than by elected Houston Section officers belong solely to the authors and do not necessarily repre-

sent the position of AIAA or the Houston Section. Unless explicitly stated, in no way are the com-
ments of individual contributors to Horizons to be construed as necessarily the opinion or position 

of AIAA, NASA, its contractors, or any other organization. All articles in Horizons, unless other-

wise noted, are the property of the individual contributors. Reproduction/republishing in any form 
except limited excerpts with attribution to the source, will require the express approval of the indi-

vidual authors. Please address all newsletter correspondence to editor2012[at]aiaahouston.org. 

May / June 2013 
Horizons, Newsletter of AIAA Houston Section 

2005 2006 

Horizons and AIAA Houston Section Web Site 

AIAA National Communications Award Winner 

2007 

 T A B L E    O F    C O N T E N T S 

2004 

Councilors 

Alan Sisson 
Christopher Davila 

Dr. Larry Friesen 

Shirley Brandt 
Sarah Shull 

Dr. Michael Martin 

Alicia Baker 
Ellen Gillespie  

Matt Johnson  

Melissa Kronenberger  
 

www.aiaahouston.org 

Robert Plunkett 

Secretary 

 

Clay Stangle 
Treasurer 

 

Brian Banker 
Vice-Chair, Technical 

 

Technical 
Dr. Albert A. Jackson IV 

Bebe Kelly-Serrato 

Dr. Zafar Taqvi 
Julie Mitchell 

Dr. Satya Pilla 

Sheikh Ahsan 
Daryl Schuck 

Roger Kleinhammer 

Dr. Steven E. Everett 

Gary Brown 

Ted Kenny 

Dr. Kamlesh Lulla 
Ludmila Dmitriev-Odier 

Michael Frostad 
Chair-Elect 

 

Sean Carter 
Past Chair 

 

Michael Frostad 
Vice-Chair, Operations 

 

Operations 
Dr. Gary Turner 

Dr. Pamela Loughmiller 

Jennifer Wells 
Melissa Gordon 

Lisa Voiles 

Rafael Munoz 
Svetlana Hanson 

Tom Horn 

Angela Beck 

Eryn Beisner 

Douglas Yazell 

Irene Chan 
Shen Ge 

Ryan Miller 

Horizons is a bimonthly publication of the Houston Section 
of The American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

Douglas Yazell, Editor 

Editing team: Dr. Steven E. Everett, Ellen Gillespie, Shen 
Ge, Don Kulba, Alan Simon  

Regular contributors: Dr. Steven E. Everett, Philippe 

Mairet, Scott Lowther, Douglas Yazell 
Contributors this issue: Paul Fjeld, Daniel R. Adamo, 

James C. McLane III, Michael Frostad, Harold Larson, Jim 

Wessel and Tony Brooks.  
 

AIAA Houston Section 

Executive Council 
Daniel Nobles 

Chair 

Near the top of every page is an invisible link to return to this page.  

The link is in located here (the blue bar), but not all pages display this bar. 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Starry_Night
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Starry_Night
http://www.aiaahouston.org


AIAA Houston Section Horizons May / June 2013 Page 36 

Page 36 

Collier’s 1952-54 
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Quite a few more people make these articles possible, including 

the Horizons team listed on page 2. Thanks to all involved!  

Scott Lowther does a great job every issue as we prepare these 

installments in the Collier’s space series. He prepares these 

scanned magazine pages so that they are ready for publication. I 

recall that his copy of this May 14, 1953 issue of Collier’s has 

an address sticker covering the spacecraft’s needle nose and its 

pitot tube. In fact, the excellent cover image scan at 

www.UNZ.org has the same problem with an address sticker in 

that location. We asked our Horizons Collier’s team for a com-

plete scan of that cover image. John Sisson was able to help us 

fulfill that request. For this issue, Scott mentioned that colors 

bled through from the other side of several magazine pages, 

making the cleanup of these scans a bit more difficult than usu-

al.  

 

Horizons Collier’s team member Fred Ordway is a priceless 

addition to the team. We are pleased to have him communi-

(Continued on page 37) 

Above: Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, a series of articles from 1952 to 1954, from the weekly magazine Collier’s. 

Source for most of the table: Wikipedia, Man Will Conquer Space Soon!, an article first written by John Sisson.   

  
“Man Will Conquer Space Soon!” in 8 Issues of the Weekly Magazine Collier’s 1952-54 

Cover 

Image 

Page 

Count 

1 March 22, 1952: Man Will Conquer Space Soon! 

What are we Waiting For? pp. 22-23, The Editors 

Crossing the Last Frontier, pp. 24-29, 72, 74, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

A Station in Space, pp. 30-31, Willy Ley 

The Heavens Open, pp. 32-33, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

This Side of Infinity, pg. 34, Dr. Joseph Kaplan 

Can We Survive In Space? Pp. 35, 65-67, Dr. Heinz Haber 

Who Owns the Universe? Pp. 36, 70-71, Oscar Schachter 

Space Quiz Around the Editor’s Desk, pp. 38-39 

Yes 25 

2 October 18, 1952: Man on the Moon 

Man on the Moon, p. 51, The Editors 

The Journey, pp. 52-58, 60, Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Moon Ship, pg. 56, Willy Ley 

Yes 11 

3 October 25, 1952: More About Man on the Moon 

The Exploration, pp. 38-40, 44-48, Dr. Fred Whipple & Dr. Wernher von Braun 

Inside the Lunar Base, pg. 46, Willy Ley 

No 10 

4 February 28, 1953: World’s First Space Suit 

Man’s Survival in Space, 10 Contributors & 3 Artists, edited by Cornelius Ryan 

pp. 40-41 

Picking the Men, pp. 42-48 

Yes 10 

5 March 7, 1953: More About (Continuing) Man’s Survival in Space 

Testing the Men, pp. 56-63 

No 8 

6 March 14, 1953: How Man Will Meet Emergency in Space Travel 

Concluding Man’s Survival in Space: Emergency! pp. 38-44 

Yes 9 

7 June 27, 1953: The Baby Space Station: First Step in the Conquest of Space 

Baby Space Station, pp. 33-35, 40, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 6 

8 April 30, 1954: Can We Get to Mars? / Is There Life on Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars? pg. 21, Dr. Fred L. Whipple 

Can We Get to Mars? pp. 22-29, Dr. Wernher von Braun with Cornelius Ryan 

Yes 10 

This issue 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://aerospaceprojectsreview.com/
http://www.black-cat-studios.com/
http://www.bonestell.com
http://www.cgpublishing.com/Books/RocketTeam.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.com/
http://www.unz.org/Pub/Colliers-1953mar14-x00001
http://www.UNZ.org
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Collier’s 1952-54 

  
 

cating with us. As co-author of the book, 

the Rocket Team, he writes about his ac-

quaintance with that great American, 

Wernher von Braun, and their discussions 

about Ordway’s work on this book. A 

later page in this issue contains an adver-

tisement about that excellent book. That 

page provides a short Ordway biography. 

Fred Ordway wrote a quick email note to 

me containing these comments, presented 

here with his permission:  

 

 “I of course have all the Collier's se-

ries; and, by the way, was introduced to 

Wernher von Braun by  Professor Fred L. 

Whipple at a Hayden space symposium in 

1952 in New York [City]. Dr. Whipple 

chaired the Department of Astronomy 

when I studied the subject at Harvard--

class of 1949.  

(Continued from page 36) 
 

This Issue of Horizons:  

Installment 6 of 8 

 

“Back in 1952 I was working at the Guid-

ed Missiles Division of Republic Aviation 

on Long Island and frequently attended 

American Rocket Society [ARS] meetings 

in New York; I had joined the ARS as a 

student member when I was only 13--in 

January 1941!” 

 

The American Institute of Aeronautics 

and Astronautics (AIAA) started in 1963 

by merging ARS and the Institute of Aer-

ospace Sciences (IAS). AIAA claims 

1931 as its first year when celebrating 

anniversaries, since ARS was founded in 

1930 and IAS was founded in 1932.  

 

The following pages from this installment 

of the Collier’s space series are impres-

sive, to say the least. They must have been 

amazing to readers in 1953, though we 

know from letters to the editors that not 

everyone was favorably impressed. As 

shown below, the last two installments are 

number seven, The Baby Space Station, 

and number eight, Can We Get to Mars? 

Is There Life on Mars?  

 

A John Sisson Dreams of Space (blog) 

advertisement on a later page in this issue 

presents a von Braun novel, by the way. 

(Continued on page 38) 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
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Collier’s  
1952-1954 

Thanks to this blog, we present another von Braun space-

ship design, and a surprising look at some 1962 post-

Apollo Moon exploration plans.  

(Continued from page 37) 
 

In a Dreams of Space blog post, John Sisson writes about this 

spaceship: “It is RM-1, designed by Wernher von Braun for the 

Walt Disney television film called ‘Man And The Moon’ broadcast 

December 28, 1955. RM-1 was meant to illustrate what a factual 

around the Moon space ship might look like. In the film it was 

portrayed by this model.” Image credit: Dreams of Space.  

Above: A double-page magazine spread from 1962 showing post-Apollo Moon exploration plans. The magazine is Aerojet-General 

Spacelines and Rocket Review. Image credit: Dreams of Space.  

Above: Image repeated from an earlier page in this issue.  

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/2009/11/donald-duck-and-wernher-von-braun-on.html
http://dreamsofspace.blogspot.fr/2013/06/after-apollo-exploring-moon-aerojet.html
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Large Format  
Vellum Cyanotypes AVAILABLE 

Such as these  
for the German A-4 V-2 

http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413 

http://www.aiaahouston.org/
http://up-ship.com/blog/?p=20413
http://up-ship.com/
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