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Victor Rhoder 
A 1962 NASA/JSC Photographer, a 1961 Texas Southern University Graduate

[May 12, 2019, Douglas Yazell, Houston Texas USA] 
(Readers can use the PDF version of this slide use the links in 

this article. The other version is JPEG.)  
I came across this 1963 NASA Johnson Space Center (then 

Manned Spacecraft Center) news release and decided to publish it 
here. If I find additional public information about this 
professional photographer, I will add it here in the coming weeks. 

I note in passing that in aerospace, drones are often called 
UAVs, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles, an important example of 
misogyny. By definition, no human will occupy such vehicles as 
crew or passengers, but we note the presence of men in our too-
often-unjust patriarchy by their absence. Contrary to many of my 
great friends and colleagues in the aerospace profession, I find 
other words to talk about manned space programs and vehicles. 
For example, NASA calls its new capsule the multi-purpose crew 
vehicle Orion. NASA web pages often talk about human space 
programs, no longer manned space programs. I am planning 
another news article here as soon as possible based on news from 
this month, an obituary for a woman astronaut, so to speak, a 
contemporary of the NASA Mercury 7, the first seven NASA 
astronauts. 
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Above: Image credit:  
https://www.nasa.gov/centers/johnson/pdf/83115main_1963.pdf
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