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5. Is the movie character Paul Stafford based on an actual NASA employee? 
The character Paul Stafford (played by Jim Parsons) is a composite of a number of engineers with whom 

Katherine Johnson worked. In her time with the Space Task Group there was considerable turnover of personnel. 
Much of her early work on trajectories was done with Ted Skopinski, but there was a team of engineers with whom 
she worked at the time, including Skopinski, John Mayer, Alton Mayo, Al Hamer and Carl Huss. 

Be low: Image cre di t : F l ick r. 

B e l o w :  F r o m  t h e  H i d d e n  F i g u r e s  ( M o d e r n  F i g u r e s )  
a r t i c l e ’ s  F A Q  o n  t h e  N A S A  w e b s i t e ,  F e b r u a r y  2 5,  2 0 1 7.  

A b o v e :  A n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  a n   
A I A A  H o u s t o n  S e c t i o n  d o c u m e n t .  

Le f t: A group image inc luding Car l Huss, f rom the June 1986 issue of 
Hor izons . Our Sect ion obtained this is sue a ye ar or t wo ago thanks to 
Karen Frank (former ly Karen Godek). For a 1964 image of Car l Huss and 
some of the Space Task Group in Hous ton, see the back cover of the May 
2011 issue of Hor izons .
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